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to stop the former supplies. Not only are the
Sibylline books rapidly decreasing in number, but
their contents are less interesting, and the price
paid for them has risen.1

It was said twenty years ago that there was no
man in the whole world under fifty one would
cross the street to look at. Thus, whatever may
be the causes of this decline in genius, they are
common to all civilised mankind ; only, as England
used to be in a peculiar way the land of genius,
they must have acted with exceptional energy
among ourselves. In all probability these causes
are no other than the tendencies already indicated
as characteristic of our more recent history: the
rise of a strong Government, the reform of abuses,
the growth of democracy, the accumulation of
wealth, the spread of education, the dissolution of
theological beliefs. Let us see in what way they
work.

It is a question whether Shelley was right when
he said that to divide true love is not to take it
away. One would have liked to hear Mary's
opinion on the subject. At any rate, to divide
intellect is to take it away. Now, merely to keep
going, and periodically to renew, the huge ad-
ministrative, legislative, military, and educational
machinery of the tmodern State must absorb an
enormous amount of intelligence and moral force,
leaving so much the less available, so to speak, for
play. Subjection, also, to such machinery involves
a certain amount of steady drill, a uniformity of
regulation by which genius is apt to be stifled.

1 The accomplished historian of modern astronomy. Miss
Agnes Clerke, was educated entirely at home.